[image: image1.wmf]How to Make Leaf Compost

It’s Easy 

· Just collect up leaves and put them in a container.

Containers

· Second-hand builders' bulk bags are ideal for leaves - they are permeable, so any excess moisture can drain out, and air can get in. 
Plastic rubbish sacks with holes in are OK, but are fragile and rather small. 
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· If you pick the leaves up with a mower, they will get chopped up, will compost quicker, and take up less space..

· If dry, water the leaves as you add them to the container.

They will compost quicker if kept moist, so checking every few months and watering if dry is worthwhile.

· Cover surface to keep moisture in- a piece of old carpet is ideal.

· Be patient!  

After 9- 12 months, you can use as a mulch.

Or wait 18 months and you will have a fine leaf compost.
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Using your leaf compost

· To use as seed compost, it is best sieved.

· For potting up, a mixture of leaf compost, 
compost and sharp sand works well.

· Leaf compost is a low nutrient, water-retaining material, 
     ideal to replace peat (but not using up precious peat bogs).

	Compost Hotline  : 01372 376642

   email: info@compostworks.org.uk            web : www.compostworks.org.uk 

Compost Works,   8 The Drive, Fetcham, Leatherhead, Surrey, KT22 9EN
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